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Abstract

Although the study of incantation bowls has made substantial progress in
recent years, comparative research with the Babylonian Talmud remains in
its early stages. This article demonstrates how an integrated reading of these
two corpora, incantation bowls alongside Talmudic passages, can enrich
scholarship across a range of fields, including magic and demonology, midrash
and liturgy studies, the development of legal terminology, narrative
traditions, rabbinic authority, and aspects of Talmudic redaction. Each of
these disciplines has a well-established scholarly tradition. The incorporation
of material from the incantation bowls may yield new insights and challenge
widely held assumptions. The close linguistic and literary connections
between the bowls and the Talmud reflect mutual influences and points of
contact; more broadly, they reveal the complexity of Jewish society in
Talmudic Babylonia.
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Between Heaven and Earth: On the Appearance of Demonic
Cosmology in Texts of Demonic Magic

Gal Sofer, Ben-Gurion University of the Negev

Abstract

This article explores the connection between theoretical-cosmological
knowledge and magical practice, specifically in the context of demonology
and demonic magic. Through textual analysis and close reading of magical
recipes, the article discusses how magicians use theoretical knowledge to
legitimize or preserve older traditions of knowledge and shows that
theoretical knowledge can sometimes be lost or become obscured over time.
Additionally, the article presents several case studies aimed at examining
whether magicians were aware of the relevant cosmological and
demonological theories behind their practices, emphasizing the importance
of contextual understanding—historical, cultural, and linguistic—for such
analysis.
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